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CONEIDENTIAL LILONGWE 1115 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, MI 

SUBJECT: ADDITIONAL INEORMATION ON MALAWI'S NEW CABINET 

REF: A. LILONGWE 1073 B. LILONGWE 1080 

1. ONLY ONE DAY AFTER DISSOLVING HIS OLD CABINET (REETEL A), 

MALAWI'S LIEE PRESIDENT DR. H. KAMUZU BANDA ANNOUNCED A NEW 
ONE OE JULY 8 (REETEL B). THREE NEW MINISTERS WERE NAMED. AS 
MINISTER EDUCATION, WINEORMD A.H. LWEYA REPLACED RODWELL 
MUNYENYEMBE. SEBASTIAN H.M.C. KWENDA BECAME MINISTER HEALTH 
OUSTING A. CHATSIKA PHIRI. ALSO, B. KAPICHIRA BANDA LOST HIS 
POSITION AS MINISTER LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN EAVOR OE THADEUS 
THOMAS PHAIYA ALTHOUGH KAPICHIRA BANDA RETAINED THE MINISTRY OE 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL WELFARE. 

2. THE NEW MINISTERS OE EDUCATION AND HEALTH, LWEYA AND KWENDA, 
HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN OBSCURE MEMBERS OE THE MALAWIAN PARLIAMENT. 
PHAIYA, THE NEW MAN AT LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HAD SERVED AS THE 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF HEALTH. 
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3. COMMENT: THE CABINET DISSOLUTION EXERCISE APPARENTLY WAS 
DONE WITH ONE AIM: TO GET RID OE EORMER MALAWI CONGRESS 
PARTY SEC.GEN. AND MINISTER OF EDUCATION, RODWELL 
MUNYENYEMBE, WITHOUT HAVING IT LOOK AS THOUGH HE WERE 
BEING SINGLED OUT EOR DISMISSAL. A WELL-INEORMED MALAWIAN 
SOURCE TOLD US THIS PLOY WAS USED BECAUSE OE LIEE 
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PRESIDENT BANDA'S REALIZATION THAT MUNYENYEMBE IS A 
HIGHLY INTELLIGENT MAN WIDELY RESPECTED EOR HIS ABILITY 
AND HONESTY. ALSO, THAT HIS DOWNEALL CAN BE ATTRIBUTED 
TO HIS UNPOPULARITY WITH SEVERAL OE BANDA'S CLOSE 
SUPPORTERS, NAMELY JOHN TEMBO, GOVERNOR OE THE RESERVE 
BANK, GWANDA CHAKUAMBA PHIRI, MINISTER OF YOUTH AND 
CULTURE, AND WADSON DELEZA, MINISTER OF LABOR (ALL 
SOUTHERNERS - MUNYENYEMBE IS EROM EXTREME NORTH). THE 
OTHER MINISTER SACKED, CHATSIKA PHIRI, WAS OBVIOUSLY 
IMCOMPETENT. IT IS INTERESTING THAT BANDA EELT IT 
POLITICALLY EXPEDIENT TO GO THROUGH THE CHARADE OF A 
COMPLETE CABINET DISMISSAL TO CAMOUELAGE HIS OUSTER OE 
MUNYENYEMBE. STEVENSON 
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